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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 23, 2008

Mayor Pat McCrory to Give Plenary Address 

During NCHICA’s 14th Annual Conference and Exhibition
Gubernatorial Candidate to Discuss His Plans to Improve Healthcare in the State
Research Triangle Park, NC (July 23, 2008) – The North Carolina Healthcare Information and Communications Alliance, Inc. (NCHICA), a nonprofit consortium that aims to improve health and care by accelerating the adoption of information technology and enabling policies, today announced Charlotte Mayor and Gubernatorial Candidate Pat McCrory will serve as a plenary speaker during the organization’s 14th Annual Conference and Exhibition at the Grandover Resort in Greensboro, NC.

Mayor McCrory will present his plans for improving healthcare in North Carolina on Tuesday, September 9. He will discuss the state’s rising healthcare costs and how his plans for incorporating health information technology may help improve the quality of care and better connect providers and patients.  
 “We are fortunate to have Mayor McCrory engage in healthcare discussions during this year’s conference as we expect healthcare to be a focal point of the upcoming elections,” said Tom Earnhardt, PA-C, Senior Vice-President Strategic Planning and Development for Cabarrus Family Medicine, part of Carolinas Physician Network, and President of NCHICA. “It is important to understand how our elected officials will encourage health IT adoption and what types of policies enable providers to deliver better care.”

The theme of NCHICA’s 14th Annual Conference and Exhibition is “Health Information Exchange: Connecting Communities to Achieve Excellence.” The goal is to help healthcare and state leaders network, learn and affect meaningful change in health and care. Sessions and speakers will focus on topics ranging from how Electronic Medical Records (EMRs) can impact care to data management, federal regulations and consumer privacy. A constant thread will be how health IT and health information exchange can improve the quality and reduce the cost of healthcare.
More than 300 participants are expected to attend this year’s event. Attendees will include healthcare providers, hospital executives and administrators, compliance officers, technology professionals, attorneys, students, association professionals and health IT vendors.

Early registration for the conference ends August 4, 2008. Register at www.nchica.org/Activities/08/register.htm. 
About NCHICA
The North Carolina Healthcare Information and Communications Alliance, Inc. (NCHICA) is a nationally recognized nonprofit consortium that serves as an open, effective and neutral forum for health information technology (health IT) initiatives that improve health and care in North Carolina. Members include leading organizations in healthcare, research and information technology. Working closely with its members, NCHICA has the unique ability to convene and form partnerships to advance health IT adoption. NCHICA’s leadership in conducting demonstration projects, hosting educational sessions and fostering collective efforts within North Carolina helps position the state at the vanguard of national health IT acceleration efforts. NCHICA is located in Research Triangle Park, NC. For more information, please call (919) 558-9258 or visit www.nchica.org. 
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