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NCHICA Tool Helps Covered Entities

Perform Risk Assessment on Data Breaches
Research Triangle Park, NC – The North Carolina Healthcare Information and Communications Alliance, Inc. (NCHICA) published a Risk Assessment Tool to help covered entities determine whether breach notification is required under the HITECH Act Breach Notification for Unsecured Protected Health Information Interim Final Rule. 

The Rule requires covered entities and business associates to perform and document risk assessments on breaches of unsecured protected health information to determine if the breach is reportable. The NCHICA Risk Assessment Tool provides guidelines for covered entities in performing these risk assessments: a checklist to help them determine if the breach poses a significant risk to the individual(s) affected, and a scoring section to help them better determine the level of risk. 

The tool was developed by NCHICA’s Privacy and Security Officials Workgroup. It is available free of charge on the NCHICA website at www.nchica.org  and can be easily downloaded and adapted. 
# # #
NCHICA is a nationally recognized nonprofit consortium dedicated to “improving health and care in North Carolina by accelerating the adoption of information technology and enabling policies.” Members include leading organizations in healthcare, research and information technology. For more information, visit www.nchica.org. 
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