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North Carolina Consumer Advisory Council on Health Information

Minutes
Date:  January 21, 2010
2:30-4:30 at the NCHICA Conference Room
Those attending:   
Jody Riddle, Holt Anderson, Sherrie Cannoy, Phil Brown, Joan Pellettier, Marc Kolman, Debra Cimbala

Guests:

Patt Peterson—NC HIMSS (Director of Education, AHIMA)

Luz Ross—Advocacy Chair—NC HIMSS

Discussions:

NCHIMSS Inaugural HIT Day at the General Assembly
Patt Peterson and Luz Ross discussed the NCHIMSS Inaugural HIT Day at the General Assembly.  HIMSS is the Health Information Management Systems Society and it has 45 chapters globally.  Its goal is to encourage the optimal use of HIT (health information technology) systems for the betterment of healthcare.  They hold a winter dinner, a breakfast at the NCHICA conference, and have a spring conference for their NC members.

They are planning an HIT Advocacy Day on May 18, 2010 at the General Assembly in Raleigh, North Carolina to educate several groups of people including legislators, legislative staff,  HIMSS members, and other members of the healthcare community.  There is a need for awareness and representation of HIT issues in the General Assembly so that appropriate HIT policy can be generated.  
Members of the council reviewed an agenda and flyer for the HIT Advocacy Day and agreed that CACHI’s goals for consumer education aligned with the purpose of the HIT Advocacy Day.  Therefore they agreed that members of CACHI would serve as consumer panelists to discuss consumer HIT-related issues.  Inclusion of perspectives such as mental health and senior citizens (May is Older American month) will be considered.  The plan for the panel is to have a moderator who will ask questions of the consumer panel.  The audience will be legislators and their staff, HIMSS members, other association members (NAMI, NC AHIMA, NCHICA, etc.).

The advocacy day is free for those who attend.  The members will converse about how to present information and the format of the panel and will collaborate with Luz Ross and Patt Peterson about planning.
NCHICA Conference Abstract
Marc, Karen, and Sherrie have submitted an abstract to be presented at the 2010 NCHICA Conference.  The presentation will include the background of CACHI, overview of their goals and projects, and salient issues which the council addresses through its work.  It was agreed that the presentation will include questions at the end from the audience instead of engaging the audience throughout the presentation.
Consumer Brochures
The Council needs to revisit the brochure created about the Advantages of EHRs.  Sherrie will send out for feedback to be discussed at the next meeting.
Studies and Funding
Sherrie discussed the possibility of surveying students at NC A&T University about their perspectives of electronic health records and health information exchange.  Scenarios would be an appropriate way to survey the students perceptions.

The group discussed funding opportunities, especially one offered by the Triangle Community Foundation.  It was not clear whether the group fell under the TCF requirements for a non-profit (based on NCHICA’s annual budget).  The members discussed holding town hall meetings/presentations to engage consumers in the Triangle area.  The proposal is due Feb. 15th.
TO DO:  
· Send NCHICA Abstract
· Check with Luz about including CACHI as a collaborator on the flyer
· Redistribute the EHR brochure
· Send out link to resources page and to the brochures that Robin has edited
· Work on TCF proposal and check on feasibility of funding
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